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access to much-needed scholarly materials.
B Y  R H E A  B A L L A R D - T H R O W E R
At the end of each academic year, the University
Libraries and the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center
write annual reports. The purpose of these reports is to
document the many accomplishments achieved
throughout the year. The reports also provide an
opportunity to set goals for the year ahead.  As I sit
here in my home office, I can honestly say that for our
2019 annual reports none of them indicated potential
responses to two pandemics (social justice and
COVID-19) as upcoming goals for the year.  But here
we are today, trying to determine appropriate methods
for providing library and archival services during very
challenging circumstances.
So how do archivists  provide  services during a  global
 
pandemic when physical facilities are closed for
months?  As we ponder an answer to this question, we
have come to recognize that the future lies in
digitization.  This, of course, does not mean that we
will ever disregard the beauty and necessity of physical
access to collections.  Yet, we do not understand the
extent of COVID-19’s ramifications and when or if we
will be able to return to what was considered normal.
Despite the challenges, I am hopeful for the future.  Our
greatest scientific minds will develop a vaccine.  So, we
can all complain about the Beltway traffic, parking
tickets, and missed Metro trains, once again.




Rhea Ballard-Thrower served as the Executive Director of Howard
University Libraries and the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center
until the end of January 2021.  She is now Dean of Libraries at the
UUniversity of Illinois at Chicago.
Is this the new normal?
The ability to see and physically touch materials is an
important part of the archival research experience.  It
cannot be replaced by a mouse and a computer
screen. Yet, with the possibility that it may be
sometime before scholars will be able to enter archival
facilities,  libraries   and   archives  must   still  facilitate 
Rhea Ballard-Thrower
The university has approved for the Moorland team to
re-enter the building on a limited basis in accordance
with physical distancing and COVID-19 testing
protocols.  The team is excited to have the opportunity
to respond to the extensive number of requests the
Center has received over the past few months. We were
encouraged when even more scholars were able to
access archival materials via our Digital Howard
platform.  
Welcome to the I n tersect ion !
F igurat ive ly  and l i tera l l y  speak ing,  that  i s
what  the h is tor ic  Founders  bu i ld ing
represents :  an intersect ion.   Whether  i t  i s  "The
Yard"  where s tudent  act iv i t ies  thr i ve ,  or  the
place where the Univers i ty  L ibrar ies  and the
Moor land-Spingarn Research Center  are
jo int l y  housed,  I n tersect ion  represents  a  focal
point  where excel lence and scholarsh ip  meet .
Throughout  a  normal  year ,  Founders  serves  as
a major  venue where numerous  Un ivers i ty
act iv i t ies  take p lace.   Members  of  the Howard
Univers i ty  communi ty ,  part icu lar l y  our
s tudents ,  and v i s i tors  f rom around the wor ld
come to Founders  for  research purposes ,  to
study ,  to  at tend events ,  or  jus t  to  look  around.   
Nat ional  and internat ional  media out lets  use
var ious  spaces in  the bu i ld ing as  the set t ing
for  the i r  product ions .   Even the façade and
clock  tower  of  the bu i ld ing have become the
icon ic  symbols  of  Howard Univers i ty .
As  the home of  Un ivers i ty  L ibrar ies  and the
Moor land-Spingarn Research Center ,  Founders
i s  a  specia l  p lace to  our  s taff .   I t  i s  grat i fy ing
to work  at  such a landmark  fac i l i t y  and be a
part  of  i t s  v ibrant  env i ronment .   In  th i s
bu i ld ing ,  and through our  mul t i faceted
interact ions  wi th  s tudents ,  facu l ty ,  and
wor ldwide scholars ,  f lour i sh  the words  of
Howard Univers i ty ’ s  motto:  T ruth  and Serv ice.
I t  i s  wi th  th i s  sp i r i t  that  we present  th i s
inaugura l  i ssue to  our  readers .   We launch the
newslet ter  in  the New Year ,  a lbe i t  under  the
long shadow of  a  g lobal  pandemic ,  asp i r ing
for  a  br ighter  and product ive  2021 .   A l though
the shutdown s ign i f icant ly  impacted a l l
aspects  of  profess ional  and personal  l i ves ,  our
sp i r i t s  and fa i th  remain  h igh and s t rong.   That
i s  the Howard way!
We have covered a var iety  of  topics  in  th i s
inaugura l  i ssue.   I t  i s  our  hope that  you wi l l
f ind the informat ion usefu l .   En joy  the reading
and,  of  course ,  we look  forward to  meet ing
you again  at  the next  I n tersect ion .   Happy
New Year !
B Y  T E W O D R O S  ( T E D D Y )  A B E B E ,  
L E A D  E D I T O R
Tewodros (Teddy) Abebe is Senior Archivist at the
Moorland-Spingarn Research Center.
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Historic image of Founders Library, circa 1940s 
Moorland-Spingarn Research Center (MSRC)




Manuscript Librarian              1986-1988
Senior Manuscript Librarian    1988-1995
Curator of Manuscripts          1995-2019
Acting Chief Librarian           2009-2019
Joellen ElBashir’s thirty-three year association
with the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center
reflects her extraordinary commitment to Howard’s
premier research facility created to document the
history and culture of people of African descent in
Africa, the Americas, and other parts of the world.  
Her allegiance to Moorland-Spingarn during years
of sustained growth, and even more importantly,
during the years of downsizing highlights this
commitment and devotion to sustaining the
viability of Moorland-Spingarn.
Joellen’s lengthy tenure at Moorland-Spingarn can
be succinctly capsulized as making contributions
enabling Moorland-Spingarn’s Manuscript and
Library Divisions to obtain and maintain valuable
resources, to provide outstanding customer
service to a diverse clientele, and to develop and
implement policies, procedures and activities
required to sustain Moorland-Spingarn’s existence
as a professionally-oriented research facility.
During her early years at Moorland-Spingarn, first
as   a  Manuscript  Librarian  and  then the  Senior  
B Y  C L I F F O R D  L .  M U S E ,  J R .  
Manuscript Librarian, Joellen’s primary
responsibilities consisted of processing
manuscript records for research purposes.  
Typical manuscript activities included
evaluating, sorting, arranging, describing and
preserving manuscript records.  Her contributions
of producing finding aids and developing
retrieval and storage tools enabled the
Manuscript Division to provide quick and
professional access to its records needed by
researchers worldwide.  Her additional
responsibilities of preparing exhibits, planning
and implementing public programs and
performing outreach activities enabled the
Division to disseminate valuable information
about its vast holdings and to create vehicles
through which its extraordinary resources could
be showcased.
Joellen’s transition to Curator of Manuscripts
and Acting Chief Librarian during the years
1995-2019 reflect a shift not from the role
previously held by her but to  a role  in which she 
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Joellen Elbashir in the Manuscripts Division 
assumed  more  direct  control   over  manuscript
activities previously performed by her and over
the responsibilities inherited from the Library
Division.  As Curator of Manuscripts, she
directed the overall development program of
manuscripts.  Her manuscript activities, formerly
focusing solely on manuscripts papers, expanded
to handling sheet music, prints, photographs,
oral histories and artifacts.
As Curator, she became responsible for selecting
and training staff, for  implementing staff
policies and procedures, and for administrating
activities necessary for the  smooth, professional
operation of the Manuscript Division.  Similar
administrative tasks were  performed by her as
Acting Chief Librarian.  As a trained librarian,
Joellen successfully directed the development of
the Library Division by planning, organizing,
coordinating and implementing  library
programs.  The library activities of identifying
and selecting printed records, of developing
public services and reference activities and of
streamlining the technical processing  of library
publications were tremendously improved.  Both
as Curator and Acting Library Chief, Joellen also
assisted with developing and monitoring Division
financial policies and procedures  and producing
various requested Division reports.
Throughout her entire career at the Moorland-
Spingarn Research Center,  Joellen’s outstanding 
work ethic foundation was rooted in her
steadfast commitment to ensure the present and
future survival of Moorland-Spingarn as one of
the world’s premier research facilities. Her  many 
accomplishments achieved during her long and
illustrious MSRC tenure  reflect  her  unequivocal 
commitment to Moorland-Spingarn which reaped
immeasurable benefits from one of its  true and
faithful servants. 
Clifford Muse is Associate Director and
University Archivist of the Moorland-Spingarn
Research Center.
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B Y  L O P E Z  D .  M A T T H E W S ,  J R .  
As we continue to grapple with the COVID-19
pandemic, being able to access collections
digitally has become even more important.
Understanding the increasing importance of
digital material, the Moorland-Spingarn
Research Center (MSRC) and the Howard
University Libraries (HUL) created the Digital
Production Center (DPC) in 2014.
The goal of the digital program is to provide for
both the digitization and digital preservation of
our  important  and  historic  material.  Since  its
inception the center has digitized over 130,000
pages of material. It has also captured digital
materials for preservation purposes. This
material is made available through the Digital
Howard website at http://dh.howard.edu.
Through MSRC’s efforts, the discoverability of
our material has increased like never before.
While MSRC finding aids and research guides are
available on the site, the major focus of Digital
Howard is the digital collections. Items are
chosen for digitization based on historical
importance, popularity, need for preservation
and copyright considerations. Those items which
need preservation  but  are  not  appropriate  for
the site are stored onsite but are not available
online.
Digitized collections from the MSRC Manuscript
Division include the collections of Howard
University namesake Oliver Otis Howard, leading
Black feminist Anna Julia Cooper, prominent
Black leader Booker T. Washington, and
abolitionist and suffragette Mary Ann Shadd
Cary.
Materials related to slavery, Black protest, etc.
from our Omnium Gatherum Collection have also
been made available. The Prints and
Photographs Department has over 10,000  images
available on Digital Howard for viewing.
Collections include the Harry Bowman Black
Vaudeville Collection of early 20th century Black
entertainers, Dantes Bellegarde Collection of
images during his time as a Haitian envoy to the
US, and the Henry Cabell Negatives Collection of
life in Washington D.C. in the mid-20th century
and others. 
Cover of the 2005 Bison Yearbook
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In recognition of the Black history theme of
African Americans in Times of War, MSRC
digitized its collections related to Black people
in the military. Digital collections include the
Howard University Men and Women in the Armed
Forces Collection, Black Military Vertical File,
and The Prometheans. As part of this effort, over
4,000 documents and photographs from the
Howard University Army and Air  Force ROTC
units were also digitized. 
Lopez D. Matthews, Jr. is Digital Production
Librarian and Manager of the Digital Production
Center, Moorland-Spingarn Research Center and
Co-Editor of this newsletter.
1905 Howard University Football Team
Howard University Archives digital collections
include the Bison Yearbook, Howard University
Journal and the Howard University Catalogs.
Departmental journals  from  the  Department  of
History, Howard University Academy and New
Directions, the Howard University Magazine of
the 1970s and 1980s are also available. The most
popular collection on the site from is The Hilltop
Digital Archive. The Hilltop is the student
newspaper for Howard University founded by
Zora Neale Hurston in 1924. The issues which
range from 1924 – 2010 have been downloaded
over 160,000 times. The previous title holder was
the Howard University Bison Yearbooks with
81,978 downloads.
Through MSRC’s efforts, the discoverability of
our material has increased like never before. The
site has received over 560,000 downloads and
researchers  from over 200 countries have
accessed our digital collections. Search our
digital collections today and find some great
documents and images at http://dh.howard.edu.
Total Downloads: 314,060
Total Metadata hits: 119,882
Total Streams: 22,548
Readership Snapshot of Digital Howard revealing visitors from
207 countries and 4593 institutions
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Life and opportunities slammed shut with COVID-
19. I was very fortunate, however, because an
excellent opportunity opened up: I became a
librarian at Howard University!  
 
I arrived for my first day of the job on May 11th,
except I didn’t arrive. That is to say, because
HU’s campus was closed, all the work of Howard
Library staff was taking place online. I met
everyone   through  Zoom   and   Microsoft  Team
meetings.
Since my position is Head of Technical Services,
my colleagues in the department did some heavy
lifting, “managing up.” Most of the time this term
is used pejoratively, but I am using it to convey
all the help and support I received from everyone
in the Technical Services Department. They had a
lot to teach me and catch me up on about past
and current work procedures, policies, and
responsibilities.
I was approved to go to Founders recently and I
was awestruck by the beautiful and historic
interior.  I  was   delighted   to  find  a  charming
workspace with plenty of light. I know my
workspace will migrate to the remodeled
Undergraduate Library, but that too is going to
be an amazing space. 
 
I am looking forward to a time when we can go
back to the building together. Being in the
building will mean getting to know staff members
in other library departments better, through
chance encounters within the library and on
campus.
Also, I can’t wait to see the students bustling
about campus and know that I am lucky to serve
them in their journey as scholars.
B Y  A M Y  P H I L L I P S
Amy Phillips
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The interior of the Carnegie Library, circa 1920s
Amy Phillips is Head of Technical Services, Howard
University Libraries. 
Founders Library
B Y  A N G E L I Q U E  C A R S O N
“I’ve definitely went in three ways with two other
people and we just shared a textbook because it
was cheaper for us to do that,” Iyanna Botts,
Howard University Junior said. 
“Textbooks are seen as little things, but the
amount of money that they’re costing nowadays is
really outlandish.”
           
              Lumpkin, Lauren. “Textbooks Are Pricey.   
              So Students Are Getting Creative.”
              Jan. 17, 2020. The Washington Post. 
 
In partnership with the Washington Research
Library Consortium (WRLC), University Libraries has
reaffirmed its commitment to investing in and
promoting Open Educational Resources (OER). As
part of that commitment, the WRLC has joined
efforts with the Open Education Network, a
community of over 1,000 institutions that are
building, sharing and  promoting higher  education
resources that directly inform equitable and
effective learning environments.
On October 1st, over twenty University
representatives, including Deans, Faculty and
Library staff,  joined  fellow   WRLC   colleagues to
attend the Open Educational Network Virtual
Workshop to learn more about how to introduce
OER material to our campus communities. 
So What are Open Educational Resources? OER 
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materials are  free  educational materials that
are available from the first day of class. This
means every student, on day one, can begin
assignments, fully participate in class discussion
and keep pace with lectures. Adoption of peer-
reviewed, free and open educational tools have
been a powerful and effective game-changer for
students and faculty at thousands of academic
research institutions around the globe. The
conversation has become especially pertinent
with the onset of the COVID-19 crisis, as faculty
struggle with ensuring students have easy access
to their required course material.
 
Why Does this Matter?  Textbook costs have
risen more than 88% in the last 15 years. How are
students responding to the textbook affordability
crisis? Most often, by not buying the books.
Instead, students are sharing with several other
students, skipping meals, not going home  for the
holidays, choosing a different major or dropping
out when the cost of textbooks seems
insurmountable paired with the other rising costs
of higher education.
But What Does “Open” Mean? Open is better
than free! Free means that you can reuse the
copyrighted material legally - these are
resources like TedTalks, podcasts, and some
YouTube videos. These are useful, but they are
different from OER material.
Open educational materials are not just about
saving students money on course materials -
open materials are more flexible than free
materials. Creative Commons licensing allows
anyone to remix, reuse and revise course
material to better suit your learning goals and
the learners   in your classroom. Oftentimes, at
HBCUs, it is our academic responsibility to not
just tell the story but to tell our story. Where
traditionally published material may fall short,
open licensing makes it possible.
How Can I Get Started?  The OTL collection has
been   recently  added  to   University   Libraries’  
When spring break rolls around at a University,
there is a sense of overwhelming relief and great
expectation. You are on the precipice of the
finish line of another semester, looking forward
to all the final moments that accompany the
close of an academic year. It may be the last
meeting with your favorite student before you
retire. Or   planning your last warm     weather
shenanigans with your best friends before you
separate for summer break.  Or even witnessing
a new graduating senior class flood into the yard
in a sea of blue, dressed  in  their  well-deserved
regalia. But this year those moments we assume
will happen every year didn’t happen. So
naturally, like a good academic, I began to
philosophize.
I thought: what is Howard University without its
campus? Would it even be possible to mimic the
often-indescribable atmosphere of an HBCU
entirely online? Working at Founders Library, a
marquee  of Black  academia, feels  like you are
are
Alexandra Wilson, Administrative Officer, Howard
University Libraries and Moorland-Spingarn
Research Center. 
existing within the rhythmic heartbeat of Howard
University. With its closing, the heartbeat came
to a stop and it quickly became clear that there
was no hope of immediate resuscitation. I
realized we did not fully understand the
importance of the physical location that is
Founders Library. Of course, people understand
its historical significance, architectural esteem,
and its iconic clocktower. But when the
pandemic hit and the library closed, we began to
understand that Founders is not only a historical
landmark, it is also a big part of Howard’s
identity.
But the pandemic did not destroy our identity, if
anything it was strengthened. The situation
forced us to soften our technically-hardened
brains and rethink what our identity even meant
to us. We began to place skills like creativity and
communication at the forefront of our work and
as a result (though at times difficult) new
opportunities   and  solutions  began  to   appear
that would have never done so if the pandemic
had not disrupted us. 
We found more time for personal development.
Reimagined how we could advance Howard’s
revered legacy and participate in the wider
University initiative to ultimately move "Howard
Forward." And we  even  learned  just  how   vast 
the Microsoft Suite really is. We realized we
don’t need a campus to spread excellence,
leadership, service, or truth. It is possible in the
hallowed halls of Founders Library or from a
dimly lit living room with the kids running around.
We can sustain the identity Howard has worked
so hard to develop apart. Because the essence
that Howard emits is contagious. And anyone
who comes within 6 feet contracts it.
catalog. These open textbooks are
downloadable in a variety of formats, the
content is engaging, and students can interact
with the material by annotating live online with
other students. Begin exploring the collection
today by entering a search in the Bison
Searchbox for “Open Textbook Library.”
Be sure to use the left-hand side menu to search
by “Subject.”
Please contact Angelique Carson  if you have
any questions! angelique.carson@howard.edu
B Y  A L E X A N D R A  W I L S O N
Angelique Carson, Head of Access Services,
Howard University Libraries. 
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Survey of Academic Library Response to the Coronavirus, by
Primary Search Group, Inc.: "The  report gives detailed data and
commentary on the quickly developing  situation from 62 academic
library directors in the United States. The  study looks at the overall
decision-making of parent colleges - giving  data on the percent that
have cancelled classes, adopted increased  online learning, all online
learning or other options. It looks at  efforts to quickly ramp up online
learning, teach information literacy  at a distance, interface with IT
and other important departments in new  initiatives, and otherwise
prepare to operate (or not) in the new  coronavirus-induced
education environment."
Black Girlhood in the Nineteenth Century, by Nazera Sadiq Wright:
"Long  portrayed as a masculine endeavor, the African American
struggle for  progress often found expression through an unlikely
literary figure: the  black girl. Nazera Sadiq Wright uses heavy
archival research on a wide  range of texts about African American
girls to explore this understudied  phenomenon. As Wright shows, the
figure of the black girl in African  American literature provided a
powerful avenue for exploring issues like  domesticity, femininity, and
proper conduct. The characters' actions,  however fictional, became
a rubric for African American citizenship and  racial progress."
Race Man: Selected Works, 1960-2015 , by Julian Bond: "An inspiring,
historic collection of writings from one of America's most important
civil rights leaders. Few have done more to advance the goals and
legacy of the American Civil Rights Movement than Julian Bond. Race
Man—a collection of his speeches,  articles, interviews, and letters—
constitutes an unrivaled, first-person history of the life and times of
one of America's most trusted freedom fighters. This comprehensive
anthology of Bond's writings offers unfiltered access to his prophetic
voice on a plethora of social issues, including police brutality,
abortion, and same-sex marriage."
B Y  A L I S H A  S T R O T H E R
A few samples of new books added to the Founders Library collection.
Alisha Strother is Metadata Librarian and the Library
Liaison for Art in the Howard University Libraries.
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A look at Founders Library
Designated a National Treasure in 2012,
historic Founders Library has stood as the
symbol of Howard University since it was first
erected in 1939. Join us for a look back at this
special space. 
Contemporary image of Founders Library (photo by Errol Watkis)
Founders Library, circa 1950
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The Moorland-Spingarn Research Center Reading Room 
Librarian Dorothy Porter Wesley with student in the MSRC Reading
Room 
Contemporary look at the "Quiet Room" in Founders Library 
The Browsing Room in Founders Library The entry way to historic Founders Library 
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The "Quiet Room" in Founders Library, circa 1950 
The exterior of Founders Library, circa 1950 
View of Founders Library from the "Valley" on Howard's campus, circa 1940
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